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doubt, the prisoner's report, alleging that he was subject to fits of insanity: he offered to surrender if not relieved in four days. To these conditions the General would not accede; but sent the officer back with his ultimatum, which, if not complied with, should be announced rejected, by a shot from the fort Preston, despairing of relief, now agreed to capitulate. The terms were adjusted, and next morning, Capt Lamb, with his company and a detachment of two hundred men from the other corps of the army, was ordered to receive the surrender of the fort, and to take possession.^ The garrison, consisting of five hundred men of the regular army, and one hundred Canadians, many of them of the noblesse of the Province, were made prisoners of war. During the siege, the fort expended six hundred shells, beside round and grape shotf
The protraction of the seige of St. Johns was fatal to the success of the campaign. Had the means at the disposal of Schuyler, been more efficient, or had those under the command of Montgomery been governed by the discretion of the General, the fortress might have been earlier taken, and a junction formed with Arnold, in time to have taken advantage of the panic of the garrison of Quebec. That city, although better fortified, was not, until after the taking of St. Johns, so well garrisoned as the captured fortress; and would* in all probability, have opened its gates to the combined American forces. It is true, the Green Mountain boys, after engaging to follow, had, in consequence of some grievance, fancied or real, deserted Montgomery's standard; but with what remained of the army after their defection, the force was sufficiently formidable to warrant success. The causes for this delay, are to be found principally in the demurs and dissatisfaction of the troops; and there are many reasons to believe that the General had increased these discontents, and his own difficulties, by his impetuosity, and a spirit too exacting.
* Vide Appendix .& ("5                f Marshall.